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TREE-SCAPING ST LEONARD’S ROAD
AN EXERCISE IN GREEN PLACEMAKING . 2017

ST LEONARD’S STREET CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2016-17

Far Cotton Go and See…Step by Step

St Leonard’s the Avenue
Up until mid-1963 St Leonard’s Road
feted a gloriously continuous canopy of
Lime trees lining both sides.
The photograph shows the beginning of its gradual
process of conversion to commercial activity. Note
the sparse car presence!

The Scheme – Avenue or Boulevard
St Leonard’s Road is the main shopping street in Far Cotton and a natural
extension of the town centre. It is high time to think of integrating it into
the town centre and the regeneration and development plans of the Town
as a spearhead for the development and improvement of Far Cotton–the
neighbourhood of mixed residence and enterprise.
As a first step, to cheer the street and Christmas season, the Association
of Far Cotton Enterprises gainfully instigated Christmas street lights for
the very first time. This project aims at an enduring asset to sustain
all-year benefits to the area. The plan is to remodel St Leonard’s Road
as an Avenue of a distinct Street Identity by replanting trees on its sides.
This is cogent in that it revives a squandered street quality. Yet, this can
not be an end in itself but a major step in a process of Placemaking. As
part of the process we will seek to change its name to suit. Placemaking
aims to give a place a unique feel unlike anywhere else with a genuine
sense of localism which is a critical factor for building place attachment.
This will boost its ability to draw new enterprises and variety in facilities
enhancing the area and its livability economically, environmentally and
aesthetically. Such diversity is central to placemaking. It has been said
that it takes a community to make a place and it takes a place to make
a community – and a zealous nut!

Pedestrians strolling in the street.
The shape of things to come

Towards an Integrative Approach
High hopes are attached to this project in as much as it duly offers an
occasion to build in a Green Infrastructure retrofitting that, in itself, can
foster the process of Placeshaping and civic pride in its character. Trees
have myriad environmental benefits not least of them is their role in a
Sustainable Urban Drainage System [SUDS].
This needs early consideration in the planning process for tree replanting.
A new development offers an opportunity to manage surface water better
than the hitherto grey systems. If, however, retrofit SUDS can be built
into existing areas, then the opportunities to deliver sustainable solutions
with multiple benefits will be that much greater.
Given that placeshaping can not be realized by a single factor and, albeit
focused on the core aim to restore trees to the street, it is meet to explore
its input within an environmentally oriented context of streetscaping.
The aim is to transform the street from being simply a transit route into
a holistic place that can enrich the social, civic and economic local fabric.
Hence, the street elements will be addressed as signposts that alert to
their potential without, at this stage, suggesting concrete proposals or
timeline for any work. Greening, in both arboriculture and floriculture,
is the spine of the exercise, environmental integrity its aim and raising
the aspirations of those who visit, live and work in the street, its end.

The Median that was. Size apart,
a clear sense of a mini Boulevard!

The Lime Tree Solitaire!
❀
Far Cotton Go and See
Forward … Step by Step

Introduction
Streets exist primarily to accommodate the movement of vehicles and people. In addition, they give access to
and from buildings of all types, and contribute to their lighting and ventilation. They are a route for utilities,
and are used for storage, particularly for vehicles.
They are public spaces, used by everyone, thus accommodating essential social interactions of all kinds, from
formal gatherings to chance meetings All these demands must be given due consideration if adequate, satisfying
and attractive street environments are to be created and maintained.

The Street Elements
For current purposes, the roadside is the critical portion of the street. It extends from the face of the buildings
or edge of the private property to the face of the curb and serves the non-vehicular activity of the street–walking
as well as the business and social activities. Thoroughfares are the most extensively used civic spaces in society
and well-designed roadside is important to their function as a “public place.” The sidewalk consists of the
following four distinct functional zones:
1. Edge zone—the area between the face of curb and the furnishing zone that gives the necessary
separation between people, objects and activities in the sidewalk and vehicles in the travelled way.
2. Furnishings zone—the sidewalk area that provides a
buffer between the pedestrians and vehicles, and contains
landscaping, public street furniture, transit stops, public
signage, utilities and so forth.
3. Walkway zone–the walking zone that must remain
clear, both horizontally and vertically, for the movement
of pedestrians with necessary provision for the disabled.
4. Frontage zone–the distance between the walkway and
the building front or private property line used to buffer
pedestrians from window shoppers and doorways. It
accommodates private street furniture, signage, goods
displays and can also be used for street cafes.
The Carriageway
1-Entry and Exit zones–-these zones regulate the entry
and exit of vehicular traffic into and past the road. They
contain roundabouts, island traffic-flow separators, traffic
signals, signs and open spaces. They provide the initial
encounter of visitors to the area with its sense of place.
In its final form the scheme aims to address each zone of
the street to develop a coherent and unique sense of space.
This is meant to be carried out in stages in consultation with those who live and work in St Leonard’s Road
in tandem with the Local Authorities relevant departments. Hopefully, the success of the scheme will stimulate
similar interest and involvement in Rothersthorpe and Ransom Road enterprise zones.
Transforming a Street into a Place
Around the end of 20012, the street was split half-way its length into three lanes signalised at the junction with
London Road. Besides inducing high speed driving, the street lost its spacious feel as it acquired a sense of a
noisy corridor jammed with cars. It is time to reconfigure it to respond to current development in the area.
Rightforming is essential for the street to
become a place where people want to be
and go to instead of just a corridor to pass
through. It reforms the street to best serve
the people who use it be they pedestrians,
cyclists or drivers.
By improving safety, specially for people
NOW
THEN
walking or biking, and by increasing the space devoted to people, rightforming can get vehicles to slow down
and people to spend more time outside on the street. This is great for people who live in the street and its
vicinity, enterprises that line it, and those who travel through it.

Greening St. Leonard’s Road

This is the core element of the scheme intended as an entry
to the first level of Midlands in Bloom competition for the
year 2017 by the Association.
As stated within, it was not possible to prepare this proposal
as an end in itself but rather as a major component of a wider
environmental context
Hence we would like it to be assessed in itself as a restoration
project with the added merit of being conceived within this
wider context of environmental improvement.
The process of arriving at specifying the right trees for the
street has been applied systematically allowing for the role
of the community and the Local Authorities in the final say.

.

Street trees are a vital part of the street environment. Apart
from their a role in adapting to climate change, street trees
create numerous benefits, including:
Environmental

▪

Improve air quality: Trees absorb carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas,
and release oxygen. They also reduce vehicular pollution. Acting as
‘green lungs’, they trap and store particle pollution within their foliage.

▪

Reduce rainwater runoff: Trees canopies contribute to Sustainable
Urban Drainage. They let some of rainwater to drip to the ground and
the rest to evaporate reducing strain on drainage systems and flooding.

▪

Temper Urban Heat Island Evapo-transpiration of water from trees
has a cooling effect on urban ‘heat islands’ that develop as dark roofs
and impermeable pavement absorb solar energy and radiate it back.

▪

Abate Noise Pollution: Noise is regarded as a form of environmental
pollution and a health issue. It can cause anxiety, tension or even loss
of hearing. Trees abate noise specially for first floor sleeping quarters.

▪

Provide windshield: A shelter of trees and shrubs can reduce the heat
loss from buildings by reducing the impact of prevailing winds.
Studies found that urban trees can provide up to 47% energy savings.

Economic

▪
▪

Enhance property values: People value trees and greenery as they
provide their preferred living and working conditions. A landscaped
environment can thus enhance property values by a good margin.
Increase spend: A nicely landscaped area creates a relaxing ambience
and enjoyable shopping. Shoppers linger longer to browse and shop
and can even be willing to spend more on goods and services.

Aesthetics and Ethics
▪ Visual interest. Carefully located and designed planting pits of an
appropriate mix of tree species ensure their healthy growth and
longevity, add visual interest and character to the street.
▪ Connecting to nature: A mix of tree and shrubs elicits a sense of
time and seasonal cycles in changing colours and wildlife as bees,
birds and little animals alternate to visit flowers, berries and kernels.
▪ Hosting bio-diversity: Where trees are planted, wildlife and other
plants are sure to follow raising a healthy ecosystem. Trees provide
shelter and food for a variety of birds, bees and small animals.
▪ Promoting community. Involvement in tree planting programs
motivates a stronger sense of community, shared ownership,
promotion of ethics and environmental and social responsibility.
People walk and jog more on streets with trees
▪ Planting programs also project a visible sign of change and provide
the impetus for other community renewal and action programs that
fit the season, the occasion and lifestyle such as:
▪ Inside to outside sociability
▪ Street hosted Christmas Carols
▪ Street art and performances
▪ School edible gardening
▪ Permaculture as a lifestyle ethic.

Urban streets are very unnatural situations
for trees, and urban microclimates may not
be typical of the surrounding countryside,
particularly with climate change. Therefore, it
is vital to select species that will fit into the
space available and survive. When selecting
and planting trees in built-up areas the maxim
adhered to is ‘the right tree in the right place’.
The following issues need to be considered:

▪ The character of the tree within the context of the
whole street environment.
▪ Suitability for a sidewalk with limited room
▪ Suitability to street width and buildings height
▪ The potential of the tree to cause a nuisance or be
a danger to street users, such as:
▪ The amount of droppings, sap drippings or
berries and how messy they can be.
▪ How prone their branches are to breakage to
avoid risks of injury and damage
▪ Wether they can be stinky or fragrant.
▪ The final height and spread of the tree and its likely
effect on the hosting built environment such as:
▪ Overhang branches effect on adjacent property,
street lighting, overhead wires, and the road.
▪ The root system and its likely potential:
▪ To affect footways and underground services.
▪ To grow large surface roots.
▪ To hit asphalt or a building’s foundation
While species selection is the right way of avoiding
root conflict, engineering device such as root barriers
are available to limit damage and regulate tree size.
Conclusion
St Leonard’s Road is a natural extension of
the town centre. It is bound to be gradually
commercialised. As a Shopping Avenue its
choice of trees, while satisfying functional
criteria, must possess ornamental qualities.
Its mix of species has to offer an element of
variety and surprise where a carefully thought
out siting will play a vital role in introducing
a sense of transition in space as pedestrians
stroll along the avenue.
Trees, in their response to seasons, help us to
to connect to nature and muse on life changes.
This begs for bees and birds that flower and
berry bearing trees host–if noise from heavy
traffic does not scare them away!

There are two main types of trees based on their
leaves: Deciduous and Evergreen.
Deciduous trees are the trees the leaves of which
loose their green colouring and turn orange, red
or brown before they are shed at the end of the
growing season, generally in autumn.
Pros
▪ Provide shade in summer and allow buildings
to benefit from winter sun.
▪ Fallen tree leaves can reduce soil temperature
and soil moisture loss.
▪ Decaying leaves promote soil microorganism
and provide nutrients for tree growth.
▪ Some trees can offer up multi seasons interest
Cons
▪ Can be messy but they only drop leaves for a
short period of time facilitating maintenance.
Evergreen trees carry their leaves all the year.
They shed their leaves, but a few at a time and
over a long period, so there is no marked change.
Semi-evergreen trees keep their leaves in mild
winters, but loose them in severe ones.
Pros
▪ Evergreen trees reduce wind speed and thus
loss of heat from buildings in the winter.
▪ Though less colourful, winters are not barren.
Cons
▪ They can shield winter sun from buildings.
Conclusion
A mix reigned by deciduous trees and accented
by a number of distinct evergreen trees suitably
sited would deliver the best of both worlds.

The benefit of this exercise is that a major
element of streescape and indeed the process
of placemaking involves the community in
local decision making whereby the community
considers their preferences and this is then
subjected to development in cooperation with
the Local Authorities and the competent
departments therein whereby their role is
empowering with technical expertise. Thus,
the proposals made herein can only come to
final form through this process.

The Council tree and highways officers will
ensure that the spots chosen for trees are suitable.
Amongst other things they will need to ensure
that the tree roots will not damage underground
utilities and that the tree is of a suitable shape and
size so it does not cause unwanted obstruction.
Thus, while we may be inclined to a continuous
canopy, this can be modulated by the technical
context. We envisage a minimum of 12-15 trees
on each side of the road. Lamp posts and trees
are major organisers of the street elements against
the architectural backdrop of the buildings.
Hence, we envisage two or three deciduous trees
to be spaced between any two columns. Crimson
Kings can create a rhythm of green leaved trees
along the road with evergreen specimens planted
at both ends of the street. In winter, Hollies give
a warm welcome to visitors and Christmas season.
Other specimen trees like the Wedding Cake can
complement other specimen trees in suitable sites
like traffic flow separators at the Towcester road
end. Council arborists will specify the root type,
construct the pits for planting the trees design the
tree surface grill and organise longer term care.
Strategic proposals such as Green Infrastructure,
re-forming the over-designed carriageway and
other similar ideas will be subject to discussion
at policy level. This will require co-operation and
co-ordination within the local authorities .
Therefore this project will require programming
of its development stages. Hopefully, the process
will aim at refining it and progressing it within a
balanced compromise among any constrains that
are reasonably amenable. It is also hoped that this
exercise in localism will be be duly encouraged.
It is high time for St Leonard’s Road to receive
a due facelift to befit the Town Regeneration and
to stimulate similar activity all over Far Cotton.
Replanting trees is a first step albeit a major one.

Pruning to thin
A select number of
small live branches are
cleared to reduce crown
density and allow for
better light filtration and
air movement across the
top of a tree. It can also reduce the weight of heavy
limbs and helps retain the tree’s natural shape.
Pruning for Structure
Several structural elements of
a tree such as spacing, growth
rate, strength of attachment
and ultimate size of branches
and stems are improved by
removal of live branches and
stems. This is most common
in young and medium sized trees. It reduces the risk
of tree failure through the promotion of structurally
sound trunk and branch architecture.
Pruning to Clean
A tree’s canopy is cleaned
through the removal of
crowded, weakly attached,
dead, cracked or broken
branches and low-vigour
branches. Cleaning is the
preferred type of pruning
in mature trees to maintain
their health by not removing live branches needlessly.

Pruning to Raise
Vertical clearance over structures including signs,
buildings and vehicular or pedestrian pathways can
be created through the selective removal of the lowest
branches. This encourages the middle and top
branches of a tree to grow, thereby raising its entire
canopy. It also maintains a balanced tree structure.
Pruning to Reduce
The height or spread of a tree is reduced to provide
clearance from objects, such as buildings and utility
lines, by reducing or removing limbs on that side of
the tree. By only pruning back the leading branches,
the structural integrity and form of the tree can be
maintained during reduction.

SPECIES APPRAISAL AND SHORT-LISTING

Betula albosinensis Fascination
Chinese Red-barked Birch
Full height 8mx4m [hxw]

Robin Hill Snowy Mespilus Tree
(Amelanchier x grandifolia
Size 4M x 6-8m [WxH]

Cherry plum, Prunus cerasifera
Size M x 6-8m [4WxH]

Prunus cerasifera ‘ThundercloudThundercloud Purple Leaf Plum
Size 6m x6m [hxw]

Wedding Cake Tree Cornus
Controvertas 'Variegata'
Size 4-8m x4-8m [hxw]

Gleditsia Triacanthos ‘Sunburst "
Honey Locust Sunburst
Size 6-8m x4m [hxw]

Acer Campestre 'Streetwise'
"Field Maple"
Size: 7mx3m [hxw]

Malus Cardinal
Cardinal Crabapple
Size: 6mx4m [hxw]

Prunus ‘Sunset Boulevard’
Size: 10mx3m [hxw]

Sorbus Thuringiaca Fastigiata: Bastard Service Tree
The foliage of this tree retains some of the beauty of its parent,
Sorbus aria, each leaf emerges with a dark green surface and light
silvery-grey underside, turning to a brilliant orange in the autumn.
The creamy white flowers appear in clusters in the spring followed
by abundant bunches of red berries in the autumn time that will
remain on the tree well into the winter or until picked by the birds.
It is a tough tree which can withstand some wind, cold and on the
opposite end of the scale is tolerant of direct heat and air pollution
and thrives on most soils, performing best on well drained soils.
It makes a fine street tree and a super choice for urban environments
It is useful for restricted spaces and forms a small tree at maturity
which is columnar when young and becomes broadly oval in time.
Offering year round interest and extreme durability, this tree is a
great choice when there is any doubt over the quality of soil or if
the planting site has any harsh environmental qualities.
Characteristics
Growth Size: 7m x 4m [wxh] Rate of Growth: Fast/moderate
Foliage Colour: Green/ silver
Flower Colour: Cream
Fruit Colour: Scarlet speckled berries
Flowering Period: May/Spring Berry Period: Autumn/ winter
Tolerance: Frost tolerant, fairly drought tolerant once established
Habit: Bushy, lollipop/oval Hardiness: Fully hardy
Exposure: Exposed, sheltered
Scented: Barely
Fauna - attracts bees, other pollinating insects and birds.
NCC Rating: Approved street tree

Sorbus Aucuparia : Sheerwater Seedling
This is a beautiful small tree, an upright-growing form of a
British native, renowned for its stunning autumn colours.
Heavy clusters of bright orange-red berries make excellent
food for birds and are then followed by the purple red and
orange of its fiery autumn foliage.
Attractive “pinnate” leaves and large heads of creamy-white
flowers in spring make this a tree with many seasons of
interest. It's hardiness and ability to thrive in almost any soil
make it an easy, quick option for those after an ornamental
focal piece sooner, rather than later. A bushy tree, the Rowan
will be alive with birds and other wildlife all year round.
Characteristics
Growth size: 7mx4m [hxw] Growth rate: Fast/medium
Foliage Colour: Green turning purple/ red in autumn
Flower Colour: Creamy white
Fruit Colour: Bright Orange Berries
Flowering Period: Spring Berry Period: Autumn/ winter
Tolerance: Frost tolerant, fairly drought tolerant as established
Growing Habit: Bushy, pyramidal
Hardiness: Fully hardy Exposure: Exposed, sheltered
Scented: Barely
Fauna - attracts bees, other pollinating insects and birds
NCC Rating: Approved street tree
With the traits of the above tree but with the benefit of straight
stem plus pyramidal habit, it reminds of the historic lime trees.

Sorbus Commixta Embley
This is a truly unique Rowan which produces incredible fluffy
corymbs of creamy flowers in early summer which, along with
their plentiful fruit in autumn, prove very popular with wildlife
and birds in particular. Its foliage produces one of the most
spectacular autumn displays of any tree turning an incredible
vibrant scarlet red with a moderate weeping effect.
The autumn berries are a gorgeous orange colour and is
slightly lighter than the more red Commixta but according to
the wildlife, they're just as tasty. The tree has a more compact,
neater habit than the standard Commixta and is slightly smaller
in size so perfect for a more confined space. As most Rowans,
this is a very robust tree that will thrive in most conditions but
does prefer a bit of sun and like slightly acidic soils.
Characteristics
Growth size: 7mx4m [hxw] Rate of Growth: Fast/medium
Foliage Colour:Green turning scarlet red in autumn
Flower Colour: Creamy white Fruit Colour: Bright Orange
Flowering Period: Spring Berry Period: Autumn/ winter
Tolerance: Frost tolerant, fairly drought tolerant established
Growing Habit: Bushy
Hardiness: Fully hardy Exposure: Exposed, sheltered
Scented: Barely
Fauna: attracts bees, other pollinating insects and birds
NCC Rating: Approved street tree

Sorbus Joseph Rock
The Sorbus Joseph Rock is a small yet visually striking
upright tree with pinnate foliage that turns shades of
vibrant red and purple in autumn.
Corymbs of creamy white flowers appear in spring,
shortly followed by vibrant yellow berries.
This deciduous tree requires little pruning and is tolerant
of pollution. It's upright habit and small spread makes it
a fine urban tree.
Characteristics
Growth Size: 8mx4m [hxw] Growth Rate Max. height
in 10 years
Flower Colour: Creamy white
Foliage Colour: Green in spring and summer, red/purple
in autumn
Flowering Period: Spring
Growing Habit: Bushy
Hardiness: Fully hardy
Exposure: Sheltered, exposed
Scented: No
Fauna: attracts bees, other pollinating insects and birds
NCC Rating: Approved street tree

SPECIMEN TREES
Ilex Aquifolium ‘J. C. van Tol’
This holly is unusual in that italso self-fertile, and so the
bright red berries appear on dark purple stems in autumn
and persist through the winter months, providing a source
of food for birds.
It makes a warm evergreen specimen tree with great
interest all year long but especially as summer fades tiny
white flowers appear in spring followed by bright red
berries in autumn heralding the the festive season.
Characteristics
Foliage Colour: Purple-red
Flowering period: April
Growth Size: 6mx4m [hxw]
Growth rate: slow
Tolerance: Frost tolerant, drought tolerant established
Growing Habit: Bushy/ Standard/ Conical
Hardiness: Fully hardy Exposure: Exposed, sheltered
Scented: Barely
Fauna: attracts bees, other pollinating insects and birds
NCC Rating: approved street tree [to be verified]

Can be pruned to shape & size to suit context

As a specimen tree with strong link to the festive season the holly can be located at both
end but pruned to suit. As safeguarding berry production is a priority, pruning can wait
until the holly has flowered and begun to form berries. Just those parts of the branches
that do not have any berries can then be pruned off. It is vital not to prune too late in the
summer as this can induce new growth that gets killed in the first frosts of fall.

Acer platanoides 'Crimson King' (Norway Maple)
A beautiful, fast growing, spreading tree with strong
coloured foliage which will add colour and interest to
any location in which it is situated. This deciduous tree
also flowers orange-red in spring, on leafless branches,
which means a riot of colour in three out of four seasons.
Tall and vigorous, the Crimson king lives up to its name.
Characteristics
Growth size: 10-12m Growth rate: Fast
Tolerance: Frost tolerant, drought tolerant established
Foliage Colour: Purple-red
Growing Habit: spreading/ upright
Hardiness: Fully hardy Exposure: Exposed, sheltered
Scented: Barely
Fauna: - attracts bees and other pollinating insects
NCC Rating: approved street tree
This Rowan can be planted to organise every three or
four green-leaved Rowans into a higher rhythm that
provides interest through contrast in colour and habit

Above: one road-side - Below: opposite side Or they correspond

PRUNING STYLES
The aesthetical impact of trees requires expert and timely pruning. In an urban
street setting, the object of pruning is to avert conflict with utility lines, minimize
hazard to street users, ensure healthy growth of the tree and to make sure that the
tree will develop its natural form and branch structure.
Unlike the formal regime of urban street trees arranged in formal rows, ornamental
pruning is best applied to accent focal points of interest particularly with shrubs
like the Acers that lend themselves to ornamental styling that magnify their majestic
colour and foliage display.

Cloud pruning
Cloud pruning is a Japanese
method of training trees and
shrubs into shapes resembling
clouds. The style is said to depict
the distilled essence of the tree.

To open the centre, branches crowding the interior of the tree’s canopy have to
be removed using thinning cuts. The tree on the left needs to be pruned. The
middle drawing shows in red all the branches to be removed. The tree on the
right has been pruned. Pruning is to bring out the basic structure of the species.

Both these two trees are inherently amenable to cloud pruning. One wonders if there is any need to interfere
with their natural forms except by bringing it out the same way a little salt brings out flavour in food.

SPECIMEN SHRUBS
A good greening mix can not exclude shrubs in the
total green landscape. This is to be complemented
by the indispensable water element in water gardens
and exposed runnels to soften the hard landscape.
Shrubs abound in the traffic flow separators at the
junction of St Leonard’s Road and Towcester Road.
With winter in mind, the curtsy tenor of this junction
limited the choice to colourful specimen shrubs.

A colour burst celebration of the seasons:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Pyricantha Red Glow
Christmas English Holly
Pyricantha Solei D’Or
Prycantha Sparkler
Prycantha Orange Glow
Cork-bark Maple

SPECIMEN SHRUBS
Acers Palmata and Pyracantha have been selected because of their diversity to allow wider choice to landlords
and tenants to form their own frontage raised planters or patio pots.
Acer Palmatum 'Sango-kaku' Coral-bark Maple
This cultivar boasts a flaming, coral-red bark. The soft green
leaves sharply contrast the brilliant bark. In winter the coral stems
turn a vibrant crimson to stand out against white snow drifts
It looks most handsome as a solitary specimen on it's own, where
it will grow to stand out in time in all weathers! The winter bark
colour could be compared in brightness to that of Dogwood.
This Acer provides interest all the way through winter until the
tree re-leafs in spring. The brightly coloured bark has a warming
glow and a charm all of its own even in bleakest snowy conditions.
These set of images feature fresh spring foliage bursting from
coral-red bark, summer foliage with canary-yellow hues, blazing
autumn colour and gorgeous, dogwood like winter bark.
This set, features a limited number of the large variety of Acers.
Images feature Winter Flame acer a smaller variety of Coral-bark,
'Osakazuki' acer, 'Tamukeyama' acer, and Beni Maiko' acer

Pyracantha Firethorns: offer a good variety to combine in different ways in planters and raised planters
for private and public display. Pyracantha is a dense, spiny evergreen shrub ideal as an intruder deterrent. This
tough, hardy variety is also chosen for its profuse, long lasting berries in autumn and its highly scented flowers
Pyracantha Red: Red Glow
Year-round seasonal interest with creamy white flowers in April
followed by clusters of red berries scented flowers in May.

Pyracantha Orange : Orange Glow Firethorn
Similar to the Red Glow but with glossy, orange berries against
mid-green, evergreen foliage scented flowers in May.

Pyracantha Soleil D’or: Yellow Glow Firethorn
Bright yellow berries stand out against evergreen foliage making
this plant a colourful choice boasting dense clusters of white
flowers for bees and yellow berries for birds.

Pyracantha Sparkler :
Sparkler is a cream variegated variety, with white flowers in June
followed by orange-red berries in late summer.
Ilex Aquifolium
Ideal as a protective border in traffic separator islands to protect
middle landscape arrangements providing all-year interest.

Costing and Funding
It is envisaged that the number of trees required will range between 24-30 to be planted along the road. This
does not include special trees, such as Hollies to be planted in strategic locations to complement the Christmas
season and can be illuminated giving an added charm to Christmas Lighting.
The current figures put the cost of planting a single tree including two years of maintenance at around £500.
A special provision has to be made for protective guards around the tree to safeguard them against vandalism
which was responsible for destroying and eventual removal of the sapling planted to replace the lime trees.
Should the possibility of treating trees to be planted as an element of a Green Infrastructure retrofit, the above
cost estimate has to be assessed in accordance with the design specifications which will be dealt with by the
competent County Council department. Hopefully any expenditure will be regarded as an investment.

Root Specifications
There are three types of root specification that affect cost:
Bare-root These are lifted directly from the ground, placed in bags for transport and then planted. They can be
supplied from November to the end of March. Benefits: value for money, light to handle, fast to establish with
correct after-care.
Root-balled These are lifted with the soil intact around the root system, wrapped in biodegradable hessian and
galvanised wire then planted as is. They can be supplied from November to April. Benefits: root system n o t
disturbed once lifted1; they are protected from rough handling during planting.
Container-grown trees are lifted between November and March and then grown in a container for at least one
growing season. They can be supplied all year round. Benefits: no root loss during lifting; planting can take
place 12 months a year

Indicative height/ girth/ cost
Girth (cm)2
8-10
10-12
12-14
14-16
16-18
18-20 “
20-25
25-30 “
30-35
40-45

Description
Standard
Select standard
Heavy standard
Extra heavy standard
Advanced nursery stock
Semi-mature

Super semi-mature

Height (m)
2.5 - 3.0
3.0 - 3.5
3.5 - 4.0
4.0 - 4.5
4.0 - 4.5
4.5 - 5.0
4.5 - 5.0
5.5 - 6.0
6.0 - 6.5
7.0+

Approx. Cost
£30, £40, £50

£50, £65, £85
£150 - £175
£250 - £295

£550 - £700

The rule of thumb is to multiply the cost of the tree by three which then takes into account transport/installation costs
and 2 years maintenance:
Total = tree + installation + 2 year’s care
e.g. 10-12cm girth, root-ball = £90 (£30 x 3)
40-45cm girth, container = £2100 (£700 x 3)
Thus, 23 little trees equate. in price, 1 extra large one!

Funding
The possible sources for funding may include , among others, the following:
1-Local Authority contribution–the first port of call in particular the County Council
2- Local Contributions from:
a-Enterprises, Landlords and Residents along the Road
b-National Brand Businesses and in particular
3- NGOs Contributions from:
a-Specialist organisations in cash or kind
b-The National Lottery – a possibility worth investigation.
And any other source that can be identified in the course of developing the project. It is therefore necessary
for the AFCE to set up a task force to develop the various elements of the Streetscaping in collaboration with
the relevant Local Authorities department and Colleges including Northampton University to finalize concrete
plans including a [phased] time line and cost estimates to be presented to fund providers.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT
OF
TREE-SCAPING ST. LEONARD’S ROAD

Green Infrastructure
The term does not have a widely recognised definition. Green
infrastructure aims to harness and use nature as an infrastructural
system to provide tangible benefits to communities by protecting
them against flooding or excessive heat, or helping to improve
air, soil and water quality within an ecological framework for
social, economic and environmental health of the surroundings.
Often related to smart and cost-effective rainwater management
systems that help reduce reliance on a costly 'grey' infrastructure,
Green Infrastructure arises at all levels from being an effective
response to climate change to its importance in 'placemaking'
i.e. in recognizing and preserving the character of a location as
stated in Natural England guidance.
As a landscaping strategy, it diverts rain into planted areas and
eventually back into the water table, rather than into the sewer.
It replaces impervious surfaces like asphalt and concrete with
permeable pavers and infiltration basins that allow rain water to
percolate into the earth. This means an overall recharging of the
water table for better plant and soil health.

Before …

and after …

In contexts similar to Rotherthorpe Estate and Ransom Road …

Towards a Sustainable Urban Drainage System: Tree Pits.
The proposal to replant trees on both sides of St Leonard’s Road offers
a unique opportunity to introduce the concept at all levels from homes
to public realm. The aim is to create an inter-connected green infrastructure
network. There are at least four ways to use the system in the street
1-Independent box-pit: A gap is created in the curb to allow storm water Rain water as part of the landscape.
to flow into a box pit.
2-Connected pits: runnels connect one pit to the next. They can be left
open as a water landscape or covered at pedestrian crossings. Connected
pits allow pavement downspout water to run to them.
3-Focal pits: sculpted to complement strategically sited specimen trees.
4-Downspout water: Instead of rooftops lining the road emit rainwater
Trench Drainage
to pavements and off into the road it can be discharged into:
▪ gravel filled perforated trench or pipe drains at the base of the wall
that can be combined with dry wells to boost runoff infiltration.
▪ runnels that can be interconnected to edge the front zone of every
two properties and soak into dry wells or to tree pits.

Vehicular Carriageway
Around Christmas 20012, the street was re-marked into three lanes signalised at the junction with London
Road. One lane feeds traffic from Bridge Street and London Road into St Leonard's Road and onwards to a
roundabout with exits into Towcecester Road, Rothersthorpe Road and the Nene Valley bridge.
One of the two other lanes leads straight into Ransom Road and
rightwards into London Road and onwards. The second lane leads
traffic leftwards into Bridge Street and onwards. This signalised lane
in particular causes real concern. It induces dangerous driving as.
cars race to catch the green light. {See cover page picture}
Turning into Bridge Street, cars negotiate a blind corner imperilling
pedestrians as well as cars exiting a back alley. On a heavily rainy
night on the 30th of January 2014, a car racing round the corner
overran a disabled elderly man as he jaywalked the rail guards to cut
short the travel time. This raises two issues:
1-Calming the traffic: by replacing signals at the exit into Bridge Street with a Give Way sign or by introducing
a Pedestrian crossing at a convenient bulb out or both. Would a roundabout at this junction be viable? There
is a noted rise in heavy trucks using the road as a short cut urging size restrictions and rerouting of such trucks.
2-Rail-guards viability: their protective efficacy is being questioned specially in respect to disability. They
hinder mopeds and baffle guide dogs mistaking them as barriers and thus guide the disabled to jay walk them.
3-Bicycle Friendly St Leonard’s: rightshaping the road to humanize it, add cycling lanes and improve flow.
Example: Prospect Park West New York
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Town Centre.
Architectural Character
The buildings display a typical Victorian style of terraced housing. At ground floor typical bow windows with
sand stone structural framework are broken by commercial conversion which is expected to progress impelled
by ongoing development in the Area. The roof line is dominantly double-pitched covered with varied tiles.
The first floor however retains an uninterrupted rhythm of window openings on fair-faced London-brick walls
with limestone lintels accented by a continuous decorative cornice at the roof eaves level imparting a sense of
unity to the street. Sadly, this is marred by occasional rendering to walls which, alongside lintels, are painted.
A dignified facelift to the street is to restore walls and lintels at the first floor to their original fair-faced beauty.
Materials that protect fair-faced brick and stone work are now available. This is to be agreed consensually with
landlords. It would help if the Council can motivate this with a condition on any change of use application.
Responding to The Rhythm: Arboriculture
Lamp posts spacing, albeit for technical reasons, respects the solid and void rhythm. As far as possible,
trees should respond also to this rhythmic pattern. Apart from cost, tree spacing depends on their number,
their spread and whether or not the community wants a continuous canopy.
It can be observed that, except for space use other than living, curtains are constantly drawn across windows
at first floor level. This suggests that privacy is given priority over day lighting. A continuous canopy
providing wind and noise barriers can provide privacy and indirect energy saving.
Responding to The Rhythm: Floriculture.
Hanging Flower Baskets: Fixed to vertical elements in the furnishing zone such as lamp posts are rhythmic.
The wide spacing of the lamp posts would limit their impact unless they are of good size and floral mix.
They tend to be expensive and resource intensive as landlords and tenants are not committed to their upkeep.

Flower Baskets Lining: An august back-up is for each property on the road to hang a flower basket on its
front wall thus lining the entire street with flowers tended by landlords and tenants alike. This can extend
to all streets in Far Cotton. A yearly local Flower Show overseen by RHS will motivate interest in greening.
This communal effort will promote attachment to, and civic pride in the area even by tenants. Each household
will feel that they are contributing to the betterment of the area and will be committed to its upkeep. The
AFCE can negotiate the supply of a set variety of baskets and floral arrangements to choose from.

Open runnel to drywell

Covered runnel

Continuous Baskets

Raised Planter Seater

Raised Flower planters:
Private domain: narrow planters in variety of designs can edge the frontage
zone to separate it from the walkway or as a downspout bio-retention planter.
Public domain: they can be placed at suitable points on the edge zone or on
bulb-outs. Preferably, they can incorporate seating to promote social contact.
Coordinated use of arboriculture, floriculture and water combine to Shape the Space
and improve the legibility of the urban pattern. They add beauty and visual interest,
provide a sense of scale, soften the urban landscape and remind of the cycles of nature and changing seasons
and, vitally, enhance the living and working environment for those who live and work in the area and its visitors.
Elements of First Encounter
The London Road and Towcester Road junctions control entry into and exit out of St Leonard’s Road on both
sides. As such they constitute the first encounter with the street as a local asset and are thus vital contributors
to the place making exercise particularly the round about due to its sheer size.
The current level of landscaping the roundabout leaves much to be desired. Its focal point is a mature tree of
a small size surrounded by unruly shrubs that lack an organising pattern. A huge highway roundabout signage
greatly undermines any aesthetic merit that exists and begs a simpler and less obtrusive alternative.
The Towcester Road end of the street comprises traffic-flow separators as well as a generous parking-lot island
that, given a professional touch, can contribute to a distinct sense of place. Northampton University and College
students such as Northgate College can tackle this as a project linking colleges to communities and vice versa.
The London Road end of the street is more challenging. However, raised street planters[made of natural
materials other than synthetic plastic, can soften pavement extensions into the street. Should the rail-guards
be maintained, then they can be artistically modified, as a students project, with sculpted metal motifs.

This project was conceived as an environmental design project for 2nd, 3rd and 4th
year students at the Artways School of Art and was to include involvement of the
Harduf community. The chosen site was a traffic roundabout in the Harduf
community which, inspite of being very central, had never been given a proper
landscaping. The design includes lighting which illuminated the sculpture at night.

6. Gallery-on-the-Go: A visible element of street furniture is the bus-stop shelter. Common to most urban
areas in standardized design, it can be ‘localized’ to contribute to place shaping. as a cultural gallery-on-the-go
whereby local artists, college and school students, photographers and others can display their work whether
that be in painting, photography or any other form of graphic art. As these shelters are income generators to the
Local Authority, their support for such a scheme has to be sought.
7-Cyclists Docking Stations: The advent of Northampton University
to the area draws attention to this vital street furniture to serve cyclists
in general and to cater for students in particular to draw their custom.
It is hoped that reconfiguring the street will provide proper and safe
lane[s] for cyclists. A combination of docking facilities is needed for
private and rental bikes–the latter provided by Northampton Connect.
LAST BUT NOT LEAST
St Leonard’s Back Alley: This is a back alley to the properties on the Northern side of St. Leonard’s Road. It
is an affront to any 21st century urban standard. Environmental care can not be split. While care focuses on St
Leonard’s Road frontage, its back alley remains neglected–as it is with litter, fly-tipping and street drinking!
A Note on the Name: Like many other lexical issues the terminology of the transit network is becoming blurred.
For instance, the term Road should be used when it connects, say, two towns or two cities such as Towcester
Road and London Road respectively A Street connects destinations within a town or city. Thus, strictly speaking,
St Leonard’s Road should be St Leonard’s Street.
Avenue as a street lined by trees on both sides became associated with residential areas. On the other hand a
Boulevard came to mean a wide avenue with at least two lanes either way separated by a median. Therefore as
a part of the Placemaking exercise and the facelift to St Leonard’s, to go for Boulevard is more of status acquiring
considering the current prestigious development in the area – So how about St Leonard’s Place?!

In Conclusion-Far Cotton Go and See
No specific selection of tree or shrub species has been made here. The emphasis has been on demonstrating by
a short list of trees and shrubs on ‘How’ rather than ‘What’ to draw attention to decision making criteria beyond
the purely technical parameters. These ‘livability’ criteria is the domain of community local decision making–
How do we want to shape our working and living environment. The technical side of things is the domain of
the local authorities and their competent departments. This engages both in a continuous process of cross-reference.
Hence it was necessary to present the restoration of trees to St Leonard’s Road with its rightful context of the
emerging concept of Permaculture. The tree is a complete ecosystem. It engages input from the sun as energy.
It engages water as a nutrient carrier. It returns the favour in flower and fruit to host and invite bees and birds
to its favour. Thus, the tree brings Life to the Street as a Place. Hence, flower and berry bearing trees and shrubs
have been central to the process of short listing.
As an ecosystem, the tree has more to say. It would be wrong to envision the restoration of trees to St Leonard’s
Road as an end and loose the opportunity to think in a holistic way of its wider context. Further, as an ecosystem
the tree responds to its wider ecological context positively. It helps to calm the effects of environmental change.
Far Cotton faces rapid change. Emotions can run high if change is not seen in its wider context. Christmas lights
were not the end. Christmas itself was the end and the wider context. Its Carols were meant to calm change.

Appendix
▪ Some Illustrations

Alternatives to Rail-Guards

Root Guides [aka Root Barriers]

Linear Application

Surround Application

Root Pruning Application

St Leonard’s Place

